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News and Views from the Eureka County Commissioners

State of Emergency In Eureka County Because of COVID-19
Stay safe, wash your hands, and complete the census

T

he Eureka County Board of Commissioners is
providing this special edition of Plain Talk to
give you the latest information about the coronavirus COVID-19, and how to stay safe.
On March 26, the Eureka
County Emergency Management Council and the Board
of Eureka County CommisCOVID-19 POSES
sioners declared a State of
AN IMMINENT
Emergency within Eureka
THREAT TO
County, effective March 27
PUBLIC HEALTH
through April 16, subject to
further restrictions if ordered
AND SAFETY
by the Governor.
IN EUREKA
The declaration of a State
COUNTY
of Emergency stated that the
COVID-19 coronavirus “is
rapidly spreading, rising to
the level of a pandemic as declared by the
World Health Organization on March 11, 2020,”
and that “COVID-19 poses an imminent threat to
public health and safety in Eureka County.” See
Declaration on page 2.

“We want to make sure we are doing everything we
can to protect the health and well-being of Eureka
County citizens, while continuing to provide essential
services,” said County Commission Chairman J.J. Goicoechea who serves on the county’s Emergency Management Council. “We understand not all decisions will
be popular, but these decisions have been and will
continue to be made with the best interests of Eureka
County residents in mind.”
All Eureka County offices other than essential life services are closed, and all Eureka County employees are
sent home on administrative leave with pay. Chairman
Goicoechea stated, “Periodically you will see employees at work performing necessary work functions, and
all employees are subject to be called in at any point
in time.” Office and departments that provide essential
life services will continue to operate with work conducted electronically or on-call as appropriate. Please see
phone list on page 7 for phone numbers and information related to County offices.

Essential services continuing
Essential services will continue to operate during the
designated time of emer(Commissioners continued on page 3)

Census Needs You To Be Counted
Use online survey or telephone to get it done

A

pril 1 is the official count day for the 2020 Census but Eureka County residents can go online anytime through August 14, 2020, to complete the short
survey. Census information is used by all levels of government, businesses, and communities for a range of
important issues that impact daily life. Rural areas
present challenges because of remoteness but online
and telephone options are now available in 2020.
Online: Please go to 2020census.gov as a safe and easy way to complete the 2020
(Census continued on page 4)

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL and the EUREKA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
DECLARATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY
IN EUREKA COUNTY, NEVADA March 26, 2020
WHEREAS, the Eureka County Emergency Management Council has been meeting regularly to monitor status
of COVID-19 (Coronavirus) in order to respond rapidly and effectively in determining the best course of action to protect
the citizens of Eureka County and the employees of Eureka County; and
WHEREAS, the Eureka County Emergency Management Council has formally recommended that the Board of
County Commissioners join the Council to declare a State of Emergency in Eureka County due to COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, COVID-19 is rapidly spreading, rising to the level of a pandemic as declared by the World Health Organization on March 11, 2020, and causing Governor Sisolak to declare a State of Emergency in the State of Nevada on
March 13, 2020; and
WHEREAS, COVID-19 poses an imminent threat to public health and safety in Eureka County;
NOW, THEREFORE, the Eureka County Emergency Management Council and the Board of Eureka County
Commissioners do order and declare a State of Emergency within Eureka County, and do hereby order the following,
effective 5:00 p.m. on Friday, March 27, 2020, through midnight on April 16, 2020, unless otherwise ordered (subject to
further restrictions if so ordered by the Governor of the State of Nevada).
Concerning Eureka County Offices & Employees: All Eureka County offices, other than essential life services,
will be closed and all Eureka County employees will be sent home on administrative leave with pay. Offices and departments that provide essential life services will continue to operate with work conducted through electronic means whenever possible or by on-call means if appropriate.
● Each Eureka County office shall post a Notice with a phone number and an email where persons may contact the
elected official, department head, or designated employee to conduct necessary and essential business, by electronic
means if possible, or by appointment if the matter is urgent. All nonessential business is suspended for the designated
period of time.
● Eureka County employees shall remain on-call, and be subject to call, during their regularly scheduled working hours
(or alternate hours assigned by a supervisor to accommodate this State of Emergency). Employees must adhere to all
personnel policies applicable during regular work hours. Employees will be required to submit leave requests for
scheduled time off (i.e. sick leave) when they will not be available on-call.
●For necessary work that cannot be completed by remote means, an employee must obtain written pre-approval from a
supervisor (by email or text) for the specified assignment, with a scheduled date and time to conduct such work at the
office or worksite.
Concerning the Board of County Commissioners: Meetings of the Eureka County Board of Commissioners are
suspended during the designated time. The following business, normally approved during an open meeting of the
Board, will proceed without formal Board action:
●The Commissioners will sign top sheets for the Fiscal Year 2020-2021 Tentative Budget for submission to the Nevada
Department of Taxation by April 15, 2020. Accounts payable and payroll will be processed as scheduled.
Designation of Essential Services: Following is a list of essential services that will continue to operate during
the designated time. This list may be expanded as deemed prudent and necessary by the Eureka County Emergency
Management Council.
Sheriff’s Office,
Ambulance and EMS
Eureka Medical Clinic
Senior Centers (in the current capacity of providing home-delivered meals)
Eureka Landfill
Water and Sewer utilities (with an on-call technician)
NOW, THEREFORE, if any directive of the Emergency Management Council and the Board of County Commissioners declared herein is in conflict with a directive, order, or declaration of any federal, state, or local authority, the public is ordered to undertake the more restrictive course of action directed, ordered, or declared.
BE IT SO ORDERED this 26th day of March, 2020.
Signed
J.J. Goicoechea, Chairman
Eureka County Board of Commissioners
ATTEST: Jackie Berg, Deputy Commissioner Clerk
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Public health and safety

gency, and are subject to change by the Eureka
County Emergency Management Council. These essential services are: Sheriff’s office, Ambulance
and EMS; Eureka Medical Clinic; Crescent Valley
and Eureka Senior Centers (providing homedelivered meals to seniors); Eureka Landfill; and
Water and Sewer utilities (with an on-call technician). Olcese will continue to pick up garbage on
the regular schedule.

Business and industry in Eureka County are encouraged to comply with public health and social
distancing recommendations. "We continue to work
with our mining industry partners to best protect
their employees during transportation to and from
work, while keeping a close
eye on increased traffic," said “THE
Commissioner Mike Sharkozy.
PRECAUTIONS
The WBR medical clinic in EuBEING TAKEN
reka remains open. "The partnership with WBR Hospital and NOW ARE
local providers offer us the
ESSENTIAL IN
ability to monitor and test in
ORDER TO
both Eureka and Crescent ValPROTECT
ley,” said Commissioner Rich
PUBLIC HEALTH
McKay. “By being proactive,
AND SAFETY”
we hope to be better posi-

Senior meals home-delivered
County facilities such as the pool, Opera
House, Museum, Crescent Valley Community Center,
Crescent Valley Fairgrounds, Eureka Fairgrounds
and Eureka and Crescent Valley senior centers are
closed. Meals are being delivered to seniors. "We
want to make sure our at-risk and seniors are getting the support they need while our Senior Centers
are closed," said Commissioner Mike Sharkozy.

County Commission meetings suspended
Meetings of the Board of County Commissioners
are suspended during the State of Emergency. The
following business normally approved during an
open meeting of the Board will proceed without
formal board action: accounts payable and payroll
will be processed as scheduled, and the Commissioners will sign the Fiscal Year 2020-2021 Budget
for submission to the Nevada Department of Taxation by April 15.
The County’s Emergency Management Council
is working hard to take proactive measures, and
urges all citizens to remain home if you are sick,
limit travel, avoid social interactions, and practice
public health recommendations, especially related
to hygiene. Wash your hands often.
“By coming together early with the school district
and maintaining open communication among the
Emergency Management Council members, we plan
to remain ahead of the curve and be ready to respond to upcoming situations rapidly and effectively," said Commissioner Goicoechea.

tioned should a positive case of
the virus appear in Eureka
County." For April, the Crescent Valley Clinic is
open April 1, 15, and 29.
“The coronavirus crisis is especially hard on local
businesses which depend on events and tourism,”
said McKay. “The precautions being taken now are
essential in order to protect public health and safety and get back to business sooner rather than later.”
To stay updated, go to the County’s website:

http://www.co.eureka.nv.us/
See page 7 for important County phone numbers
during the State of Emergency. For water emergencies in Crescent Valley, call 775/468-0328.
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WBR Announces Clinic Protocol for COVID-19
Covid-19 Protocol: All patients going into the clinic will be monitored for fever
and will be asked to not sit near others in the waiting room. If respiratory illness is suspected, you will be given a mask and instructed from there.

Sneeze on your sleeve to prevent the spread of germs.

If someone is concerned they have COVID-19, or
has symptoms including but not limited to: fever
and cough, or chest congestion they should call the
clinic and let them know. The clinic will assess
them over the phone and will give them direction
to come in or to do the assessment and testing the
parking lot. A provider may possibly reach out for
further assessment over the phone and give directions from there. This protocol will also be followed
in Crescent Valley on the days when the clinic is
open. In April, the Crescent Valley clinic is open
April 1, 15, and 29.
Eureka Clinic: 775/237-5642
Crescent Valley Clinic: 775/468-0250

Census questionnaire. You
do not need to wait for
the Census invitation to do the Census. The Census
ID included with the invitation is not required.
Phone: In addition to the online 2020 Census
Questionnaire, people also have the option to do
the 2020 Census Questionnaire over the phone. The
toll-free phone option is particularly good for senior citizens or those living in more remote areas. The
phone numbers are: English: 1-844-330-2020
Spanish: 1-844-468-2020. Note that these same
numbers can be used for online Questionnaire assistance as well.
“I understand the concern of having contact with
other people during this COVID-19 pandemic,”
said Commissioner J.J. Goicoechea. “I urge everyone to utilize the online census application if possible and if not to make sure you are counted
through other avenues.”
Nevada can receive
over $67 billion in federal funds over the next
ten years if everyone is
counted. Census-based
federal funds include
support for public health
(Census continued from page 1)
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Eureka Pharmacy Is Open
Economy Drug will continue to
serve Eureka and requests that
social distancing should be
practiced while in the Pharmacy. They also suggest that if
you are sick, please have
someone pick up your prescription or supplies for you. If
you have questions, please
contact Economy Drug at the
numbers listed below.

Hours:
Monday-Friday 10am—5 pm
(closed from 1 –2 pm)
775/289-4929 Ely
775/237-7710 Eureka

programs such as nutrition services for seniors, health
care centers, Medicare Part B and Medicaid; Head
Start, school nutrition program, cooperative extension
service, and student loans; and
support for infrastructure improvements at the state and local
level.
Please note that for the 2020
Census, the Census Bureau does
not ask for financial information, Social Security numbers,
bank accounts, credit cards, or
cash donations.
The 2020 Census is a
In response to the COVID-19
count of every person
crisis, the Census has adjusted
living in the U.S. and
deadlines and activities, but is still five U.S. territories.
Don’t sleep on it—
planning to complete its work in
complete the census
2020.
questionnaire right
Please help in this data effort, away.
required by law, by responding
promptly and safely to the Census questionnaire—
online, by phone, or in the mail.
Important Census contact information:
2020census.gov
English: 1-844-330-2020
Spanish: 1-844-468-2020.
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June 9 Primary Election To Be Mail-In Only
Postage Paid, No Absentee Ballot Request Form Needed

T

o help ensure the health of all Nevada voters,
the Secretary of State announced on March 24,
2020 the Primary Election will be an all-mail election. This decision was made by the Secretary of
State and the 17 county clerks. The all-mail primary election will help prevent close contact with
someone who may have the virus but is not showing
any symptoms.
All active registered voters will be mailed an absentee ballot. You will complete the ballot at your
convenience, place the ballot in the return postagepaid envelope, and sign the back of the envelope.
You can either drop off the ballot in-person at the
Clerk’s Office or mail it. All in-person drop offs
must be in the Clerk’s Office by 7 p.m. on the Primary Election Day, June 9, 2020. ALL MAILED
BALLOTS MUST BE POSTMARKED BEFORE 5 p.m.
ON JUNE 9, 2020.
CRESCENT VALLEY: An official ballot box will be
available at the Crescent Valley Town Center,
5045 Tenabo Ave. during business hours (Tues. &
Thurs. 10 am – 2 pm). On Election Day, the Town
Center will be open from 10 am – 5 pm. Ballots

will be picked up from the Town Center at 5 pm.
VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINES for the Primary
By Mail: Postmarked no later than May 12, 2020.
In Person: Last day to register in person is May 12,
2020. After this date the person will be considered a
Same Day Registrant and will be given a provisional
ballot.
Online: Deadline is June 4, 2020 (11:59:59 p.m.).
Persons who have previously been convicted of a felony and are no longer incarcerated, may now register
to vote. Please call the Clerk Recorder’s Office at 775237-5263.
CHECK THE EUREKA COUNTY CLERK RECORDER
“ELECTION INFORMATION” WEBPAGE for statewide
primary races and candidates:
http://www.co.eureka.nv.us/clerk/elect00.htm. The
Primary Election will only have state and federal races.
All local races will be on the General Election ballot.
NOTES: Nevada has closed primaries. A voter must affiliate formally on their voter registration with a political
party in advance of the election date in order to participate in that party’s primary. All registered voters will be
able to vote for nonpartisan offices.
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Air Med Flight Information
There are currently three Air Medical Transport Services
that cover Eureka County. A small annual membership
cost could save you thousands in the end should an emergency arise. Don’t wait until it’s too late… become a
member today!
MEDX AIR: Free to all Eureka County residents.
REACH AIR: www.airmedcarenetwork.com (800) 7930010 or (844) 994-1826 The Air Med Care Network
has services in over 320 locations in 38 states.

Memberships: One - Three - Five year: $85, $240 and
$395. Senior discounts: $65, $185 and $300 respectively.
CARE FLIGHT: www.remsahealth.com/membership (775)
858-5700 $55.00/Annual Flight Plan membership.
Care Flight is a member of the Association of Air Medical
Membership Programs so your flight maybe honored for
emergency transports by select Reciprocation Programs*
including: Air Lift Northwest – Seattle, Washington, Air St.
Luke’s – Boise, Idaho, Enloe Flight Care – Chico, California, Life Flight Montana – Missoula, Montana, Life Flight
Network – Portland, Oregon.
*Reciprocating programs are subject to change—
Please check for eligibility

Practice Great Hygiene
Wash your hands frequently with soap and water, or use alcohol-based hand sanitizer.
Don’t touch your face. This is a lot harder than it
sounds and requires conscious effort. The average
person touches their face 23 times an hour, and
about half of the time, they’re touching their mouth,
eyes, or nose — the mucosal surfaces that COVID19 infects.
Cover coughs and sneezes with the inside of your
elbow or upper arm.
Wipe down frequently touched surfaces with disinfectant.
Practice Social Distancing
Stay home. If you can, do your work from home.
Postpone or cancel in-person meetings.
Give yourself a buffer zone. Try not to get physically close to people when you’re outside your
home. As a general rule, try to be six feet away
from the closest person.
Rethink your greeting. Don’t hug or shake hands.
Avoid groups of people. More people = more
chances to come in direct (or indirect) contact with
the virus.
Who should practice social distancing?
EVERYONE

Announcements and Information
 All non-critical meetings of other boards and committees within the county are temporarily suspended.
 May Clean-Up month is postponed.
 The Eureka County Board of Commissioners is accepting letters of interest to fill a vacancy representing the wildlife interest on the Natural Resources
Advisory Commission (NRAC). The County Commission is also accepting letters of interest to fill a
vacancy representing Sportsmen on the Eureka
County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife (CAB).
For either vacancy, letters may be emailed to
Mbraswell@EurekaCountyNV.gov or mailed to: PO
Box 682, Eureka, NV 89316. Check the County’s
website for notices or call Eureka County Natural
Resources at 775/237-6010 for more information.
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Rural Social Distancing

Helpful Resources
Johns Hopkins University Coronavirus Resource Center
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/
Nevada State Treasurer COVID-19 Resource Guide
http://www.co.eureka.nv.us/ on the home page
Nevada Dept of HHS https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
https://www.cdc.gov/
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OFFICES OF

Eureka County
In accordance with Emergency Management Council and the Eureka
Board of County Commissioners Declaration of a State of Emergency,
the County Offices will be closed effective 5:00p.m. on Friday, March 27, 2020 through April 16, 2020 unless
otherwise ordered (subject to further restrictions if so ordered by the Governor of the State of Nevada). The
Eureka County Sheriff’s Office and EMS Services will remain open. All County Payments can be paid online
at www.co.eureka.nv.us. All Credit Card fees have been waived by the county.
Treasurer’s Office
Mail Property Tax payments to P.O. Box 677, Eureka, NV 89316
Questions: Call (775) 237-5262. We will be checking our messages periodically and we will
get back to you ASAP.
Email Contact pjohnson@eurekacountynv.gov
Clerk/Recorder
Recorder questions, please call (775) 237-5263
Email Contact: lhoehne@eurekacountynv.gov
Commissioner Clerk questions, please call (775)-237-7211
Email Contact: jberg@eurekacountynv.gov
Assessor/DMV
DMV please go to www.dmvnv.com to renew driver’s license and vehicle registrations
Assessor questions, please call (775) 237-5270
Email Contact: mmears@eurekacountynv.gov
Comptroller
Payroll/HR/Voucher questions, please call 775-237-6128
Email Contact: ktodd@eurekacountynv.gov
Public Works
Mail Water and Sewer payments to P.O Box 537, Eureka, NV 89316
For Water and Sewer questions please call (775) 237-5372,
Emergencies call the Sheriff’s office (775) 237-5701
Email Contact: jjeppesen@eurekacountynv.gov
Justice Court
For questions please call (775) 237-5540
Email Contact ajensen@eurekacountynv.gov, lstith@eurekacountynv.gov
Natural Resources
For questions please call (775) 237-6010
Email Contact: jtibbitts@eurekacountynv.gov
Juvenile Probation
For questions please call (775) 237-5450
Email Contact: idavila@eurekacountynv.gov, szimmerman@eurekacountynv.gov
District Attorney
For questions please call (775) 237-5315, Emergencies call 911; to report a crime call (775)237-5330
Email Contact: DA@eurekacountynv.gov
Page 7

Plain Talk

SPECIAL EDITION

News and Views from the Eureka County Commissioners

WBR Hospital
COVID-19
Hotline
866/800-1262

Eureka County Board of Commissioners
P.O. Box 677
Eureka, NV 89316

Presort
Standard Mail
U.S. Postage Paid
Eureka, Nevada
Permit #1601

Plain Talk
ECRWSS
BOXHOLDER
EUREKA, NV 89316

