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EUREKA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
October 20, 2014 

STATE OF NEVADA    ) 
      :ss 
COUNTY OF EUREKA    ) 
 

           

CALL TO ORDER 
 The Board of Eureka County Commissioners met pursuant to law on October 20, 2014. 
Present were Chairman J.J. Goicoechea; Vice Chairman Jim Ithurralde; Commissioner Michael 
Sharkozy; District Attorney Ted Beutel; and Executive Assistant, Jackie Berg. The meeting was 
called to order at 9:30 a.m. and began with the Pledge of Allegiance. The interactive video 
conferencing system was connected and utilized between Crescent Valley and Eureka for the 
entire meeting. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 Commissioner Ithurralde motioned to approve the agenda as posted; Commissioner 
Sharkozy seconded the motion; motion carried 3-0. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 Chairman Goicoechea opened the floor for public comments; there were none.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 October 6th Minutes Tabled: Commissioner Ithurralde motioned to table the October 6, 
2014, minutes until the next meeting; Commissioner Sharkozy seconded the motion; motion 
carried 3-0.  
  
FINANCE 
 Payment of Expenditures: Expenditures were presented for approval by Recorder & 
Auditor, Mike Rebaleati. Commissioner Ithurralde motioned to approve expenditures in the 
amount of $242,483.26 for accounts payable, $292,504.15 for payroll, $1,171,562.50 for a pass-
through tax allocation to the School District, for a grand total of $1,706,549.91; Commissioner 
Sharkozy seconded the motion; motion carried 3-0. Commissioner Ithurralde motioned to 
approve Yucca Mountain expenditures in the amount of $2,031.48; Commissioner Sharkozy 
seconded the motion; motion carried 3-0.  

Auditor’s Report: The Board reviewed the Auditor’s Report. Mr. Rebaleati noted there 
have been some positive indicators, including the first distribution of CTX tax in this fiscal year, 
which was much higher than the distribution received at this time last year.  

Chairman Goicoechea commented that he is encouraged that the departments are 
participating in reduced spending which helps the County maintain a healthy bottom line. 

Annual Audit: Mr. Rebaleati stated that the auditors from Kafoury, Armstrong & Company 
are on site to gather information and data for the audit of Fiscal Year 2013-2014. Once 
complete, the audit will receive an internal compliance review. Tentatively, the auditors expect to 
present their findings to the Board in early December.  

Vacant Casual Positions: Mr. Rebaleati and Cultural, Tourism, & Economic Development 
Director, Andrea Rossman, informed that two casual positions will soon become vacant in Ms. 
Rossman’s department. Ms. Rossman referenced her minimal staffing report which was recently 
submitted to the Commissioners. The report included a scenario where two casual positions 
could be combined into one position. The Board encouraged Ms. Rossman to look into a 
combined position and to bring this forward at the next meeting.  

Staff was reminded that all vacant positions must come before the Board – casual, part-
time, and full-time. Under advisement by the District Attorney, the Board directed that vacant 
positions should be specifically identified on the agenda and should have the appropriate 
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paperwork completed (Hiring Freeze Waiver Justification form). Mr. Rebaleati offered to remind 
department heads of the requirements outlined in the Board’s Resolution of June 20, 2014.     

Commissioner Ithurralde motioned to table a decision related to these casual positions 
until the next meeting; Commissioner Sharkozy seconded the motion; motion carried 3-0.  

 
COMMISSIONERS 
 Update Reports: Commissioner Sharkozy attended the quarterly meeting in Crescent 
Valley on October 15th. He also participated in the Pony Express reenactment in Eureka on 
October 16th where the rider picked up the Eureka County Proclamation, celebrating Nevada’s 
and Eureka’s 150th anniversaries, to be delivered to the State Capital.  
 Commissioner Ithurralde participated in a teleconference on October 9th with NACO staff 
and White Pine County representatives to continue planning the upcoming NACO Conference; 
moderated Candidates’ Night in Eureka on the evening of October 9th; attended the retirement 
party for Vicki Drenon on October 11th; attended the Medical Clinics Advisory Committee 
meeting on October 13th; attended the quarterly meeting in Crescent Valley on October 15th; 
participated in the Pony Express reenactment on October 16th where he read and presented the 
proclamation; provided an informative review of the 2014 ballot questions at the Eureka Senior 
Center on October 17th; and announced the Eureka Vandals v. Carlin Railroaders football game 
the evening of October 17th.         
 Chairman Goicoechea met with Barrick Gold Ruby Hill representatives, Steve Yopps, 
General Manager, and Clark Burton, Environmental Superintendent, on October 8th regarding 
the future of Ruby Hill Mine; had a follow-up call with Mr. Yopps and Mr. Burton on October 9th; 
met with representatives of Tertiary Minerals on October 9th in regards to the fluorspar deposit 
and further exploration at McCullough Spring; attended a brief meeting on October 15th with 
Rich Haddock, Vice President and General Counsel for Barrick Gold Corporation; attended a 
meeting with the BLM also on October 15th; participated in a call with the Reason Foundation in 
Washington DC on October 16th regarding sage grouse; had a brief meeting with the Ely District 
BLM on October 17th regarding some ongoing drought impacts; and attended a meeting the 
afternoon of October 17th with Brett Waters, Ely Battalion Chief, regarding the working 
relationship between the two counties.      
 Chairman Goicoechea thanked his fellow Commissioners for covering the quarterly 
meeting in Crescent Valley on October 15th which he was unable to attend. He explained that he 
received last minute confirmation of his attendance at an October 15th meeting with the BLM 
(this was the first he heard of it). Since the meeting would include BLM Deputy Director, Steve 
Ellis, from Washington DC, BLM Nevada State Director, Amy Lueders, two commissioners from 
Lander County, wild horse advocates, the mining industry, Nevada Department of Wildlife, 
Senator Pete Goicoechea, and Congressman Mark Amodei, he felt it was important for Eureka 
County to be represented. In addition to the Chairman, Eureka County was represented by 
Natural Resources Manager, Jake Tibbitts. Topics of discussion included wild horses, mining, 
ongoing coordination and cooperation issues with the BLM, firefighting, and sage grouse.  
 Recreation Board Resolution: Commissioner Ithurralde serves as Chairman of the 
Eureka County Recreation Board. He explained that County records indicate the Recreation 
Board was in existence since 1969 or earlier, but a resolution creating it could not be found. He 
worked with the District Attorney to draft the resolution that was now before the Commissioners 
for consideration. This resolution was accepted by the Recreation Board at their last meeting on 
October 15th. As Chairman of the Recreation Board, Commissioner Ithurralde stated he would 
abstain from the vote on this resolution.  

Fair and Recreation Boards are established under authority of NRS 244.3354(2)(b) and 
NRS 244A.599(1). The Eureka County Recreation Board was established under these statutes 
and monies designated to the Recreation Board can also be used for fair activities.  
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For clarification, the Eureka County Fair Board was established under NRS Chapter 547 
and is officially the Board of Agriculture for District #15, but is commonly known as the Fair 
Board.  

Commissioner Sharkozy motioned to adopt the Resolution of the Board of County 
Commissioners Confirming the Existence of a County Fair & Recreation Board (known as the 
Eureka County Recreation Board) and authorized the Chairman to sign the resolution outside of 
the meeting. Chairman Goicoechea seconded the motion. Motion carried 2-0, with 
Commissioner Ithurralde abstaining.    
 

 

Eureka, Nevada         October 20, 2014  

RESOLUTION 
OF THE BOARD OF EUREKA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONFIRMING 

THE EXISTENCE OF A COUNTY FAIR AND RECREATION BOARD 
 

WHEREAS, fair and recreation boards are authorized by NRS 244.3354(2)(b) and NRS 244A.599(1); and  
 

WHEREAS, records in Eureka County indicate the existence of a fair and recreation board as early as 1969; 

and 
 

WHEREAS, Eureka County’s fair and recreation board is known as the Eureka County Recreation Board, to 

avoid confusion with the Eureka County Fair Board; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Eureka County Commissioners wish to reaffirm the existence of the Eureka 

County Recreation Board; and  
 

NOW, THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED the Board continues to desire the powers granted by 

NRS 244A.597 to NRS 244A.655 to be exercised; and  
 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED the interest of the County, and the public interest, make it both necessary and 

desirable to continue with the exercise of these powers; and 
 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, consistence with NRS 244A.599, there shall be five members of the Eureka 

County Recreation Board appointed by the Eureka County Commissioners with the following terms:  

     * One member to represent the motel operators in Eureka County for a two (2) year term; and 

     * One member to represent the hotel operators in Eureka County for a two (2) year term; and 

     * One member to represent the commercial interest in Eureka County for a two (2) year term; and 

     * One member of the Board of Eureka County Commissioners to serve on the board for the remainder  

  of his or her term of office; and  

     * One member to represent Eureka County at large for a two (2) year term; and  
 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED the terms of the members will be staggered; and  
 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED the Clerk shall publish this Resolution once in the Eureka Sentinel as required 

by NRS 244A.599(1)(a).  
 

Adopted this 29
th
 day of October, 2014. 

 
        /s/ J.J. Goicoechea, DVM    

      Chairman of the Board 

      Eureka County Commissioners  

Attest:  /s/ Jackie Berg     
Jackie Berg, Executive Assistant  

 

 
AMBULANCE & EMS 
 Activity Report: EMS Coordinator, Mike Sullivan, reported on emergency services since 
his last update. Eureka had 15 calls for service (105 year-to-date) and Crescent Valley had four 
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calls for service (44 year-to-date). Responses included a juvenile who sustained serious injuries 
in a UTV (utility terrain vehicle) accident in Antelope Valley, and an injured hunter who had to be 
rescued by helicopter near the summit of Prospect Peak.  

Continuing education training was held in Eureka on September 29th and October 6th and 
in Crescent Valley on September 25th and October 9th. Upcoming classes are scheduled in 
Eureka on October 27th and in Crescent Valley on October 30th.  
 Mr. Sullivan reported on recent activities. On October 2nd, he and Michael Boharsik,  
EMT-2, attended the preconstruction meeting for the Eureka Airport Lighting Replacement 
Project. On October 6th Mr. Sullivan participated in the Nevada Project Heartbeat Annual Board 
of Directors meeting via telephone. On October 18th, Mr. Sullivan completed Hazardous Waste 
Operations & Emergency Response refresher training. On October 26th Mr. Sullivan and Cathy 
Wolf, EMT-2, met with Senior Safety Coordinator for Klondex Mines, Rob Crommelin.  
 Although the risk is minimal, Mr. Sullivan conducted a department self-assessment as 
recommended by the Centers for Disease Control in response to recent Ebola cases. 
Additionally, all personnel are being refreshed on use of personal protective equipment and 
general infection control measures. Governor Brian Sandoval has appointed an Ebola Task 
Force and all ambulance/EMS departments are being contacted regarding capability to transport 
isolation patients. 
 EMSC Grant: Application was made through Nevada State Division of Public & 
Behavioral Health for a $10,000.00 Emergency Medical Services for Children Grant to be 
funded from the US Health Resources & Services Administration. The Notice of Subgrant Award 
was received from the State. Commissioner Ithurralde motioned to accept and have the 
Chairman sign the Notice of Subgrant Award for the EMSC Grant in the amount of $10,000.00; 
Commissioner Sharkozy seconded the motion; motion carried 3-0.  
 
PUBLIC WORKS 
 Fiber Optic Upgrades: Public Works Director, Ron Damele, reported on projects and 
activities. Underground fiber optic installations on Robins Street in Eureka are ready to begin. 
This will take the remainder of the week; connections will be completed the following week. 
 Winterization: All sprinkler systems are being winterized in preparation for freezing 
weather. 
 Swimming Pool Energy Efficiency Upgrade: The boiler replacement is complete and is 
being tested before reopening the pool on October 21st.   
 Firefighter Training: Extrication training is scheduled in Crescent Valley on November 1st 
and in Eureka on November 6th. Fit testing for the SCBAs (self-contained breathing apparatus) 
will be done in Crescent Valley on November 6th for both the Crescent Valley and Beowawe 
Volunteer Fire Departments. An entry-level firefighter class for Crescent Valley and Beowawe is 
being planned with assistance from Carlin Volunteer Fire Department and is tentatively 
scheduled in January.  
 Eureka Airport Runway Lighting Replacement Project: This project will begin on October 
27th. It is a 60-day project, but should be completed well before that. The project will begin with 
excavating and installing cable. The contractor will return later to install and connect the lights. 
This project is primarily funded by a grant from the Federal Aviation Administration. 
 Courthouse HVAC Remodel Design Project: Design plans for the Courthouse HVAC 
Project have been received from the designer and are under review by Public Works. They will 
then go to a third-party for peer review. Once the review is complete, the County will receive a 
full set of plans and a cost estimate.  
 
HEALTH INSURANCE COMMITTEE 
 Flu Shot Clinic: Health Insurance Committee Chair, Kim Todd, submitted a proposal 
from Northern Nevada Medical Group (St. Mary’s Health Plan) to conduct a flu and pneumonia 
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shot clinic in Eureka. The flu and pneumonia shots are provided free to subscribers of St. 
Mary’s Health Plan, which was recently acquired by Prominence Health Plan. Northern 
Nevada Medical Group requires a minimum of 20 participants. Due to this, they are unable to 
offer a clinic in Crescent Valley. The last flu shot clinic conducted in Crescent Valley had only 
two participants. 
 Commissioner Ithurralde motioned to accept and have the Chairman sign the proposal 
from Northern Nevada Medical Group to conduct a flu and pneumonia shot clinic in Eureka on 
November 5th, not to exceed $560.00. Commissioner Sharkozy seconded the motion. Motion 
carried 3-0.  

  
CLERK & TREASURER 
 Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s Report for August was submitted by Clerk & 
Treasurer, Beverly Conley. Ending balance for the month was $51,207,849.77. Ms. Conley 
notified the Board of a name change for one of the investment firms the County utilizes. 
Contango Capital Advisors, Inc., will now be known as Zions Capital Advisors, Inc.  
 
COUNTY FACILITIES & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 Update Report: Cultural, Tourism, & Economic Development Director, Andrea Rossman, 
reported on activities for the Opera House, Sentinel Museum, and Economic Development. The 
Harvest Festival on October 18th was a huge success with a variety of activities including old-
fashioned hay rides on a wagon pulled by Clydesdales. Nearly all of the pumpkins offered by the 
Lions Club were sold. Ms. Rossman thanked Department Assistant, Cindy Beutel, for her work 
in coordinating the event, and she acknowledged Raines Market for donating three bins of 
pumpkins.   
 Missoula Children’s Theater is currently in town working with the elementary school 
children on the play, Aladdin, with a performance scheduled for the evening of October 24th. The 
next meeting of the Economic Development Program is set for October 23rd. The Holiday 
Bazaar will be held on November 14th and 15th.  

Museum Director, Ree Taylor, wrote a historical biography of women in Eureka County 
for the Nevada Women’s Legacy Project as part of Nevada’s Sesquicentennial Celebration. Ms. 
Rossman provided a copy for the Board. Commissioner Ithurralde complimented Ms. Taylor on 
her work.     
 
JUVENILE PROBATION 
 Red Ribbon Week Proclamation: Juvenile Probation Officer, Steve Zimmerman, and 
Senior Department Assistant, Joyce Jeppesen, presented a proclamation declaring Red Ribbon 
Week which promotes a drug free community through activities, presentations, and education. 
Numerous events are planned for high school and elementary students in both Eureka and 
Crescent Valley. This year’s theme is, Keep calm and stay drug free.  
 Commissioner Ithurralde motioned to adopt the Red Ribbon Week Proclamation for the 
week of October 23rd-31st commemorating a drug-free community. Commissioner Sharkozy 
seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.  
 
US EPA & NDEP 
  Agency Letter – Community Advisory Group: Tom Dunkelman, US Environmental 
Protection Agency, and Jeff Collins, Nevada Division of Environmental Protection, were in 
attendance to discuss a letter to the County outlining duties of a community advisory group to 
review and discuss the EE/CA (Engineering Evaluation & Cost Analysis) and CRP (Community 
Relations Plan) for the Town of Eureka. The County had hoped to enter into a more formal 
Memorandum of Understanding with the agencies, but EPA administration had issues with it 
and instead drafted the letter.  
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District Attorney, Ted Beutel, previously reviewed the letter and provided some edits. Mr. 
Beutel asked if EPA or NDEP has any issues with confidentiality of the documents to be 
reviewed by this group. Mr. Dunkelman and Mr. Collins responded that they were not concerned 
and didn’t feel the documents needed to be concealed.  
 The Board perused the letter and agreed to move forward. All parties agreed to some 
minor revisions including specifically listing the CRP in addition to the EE/CA as documents that 
will be reviewed, and addition of a signature line for the County. Chairman Goicoechea 
motioned to approve the EPA/NDEP letter as amended, in lieu of a Memorandum of 
Understanding, and authorized the letter to be signed by all parties outside of the meeting. 
Commissioner Ithurralde seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0. 
 
CITIZENS TO REVIEW EPA DOCUMENTS 
  Action at October 6th Meeting: At the October 6th meeting, the Board decided to form a 
group made up of town citizens to review the EPA documents related to historic smelter 
activities in the Townsite of Eureka. During that meeting, they selected Chairman Goicoechea 
as the Commission liaison and designated Ron Damele as the initial member to take the lead 
and be responsible for receiving and distributing documents. 
 Title for Group: As suggested by Mr. Damele, Commissioner Ithurralde motioned to call 
this group the Soil, Lead, Arsenic & Geoscopic Working Group (SLAG); Commissioner 
Sharkozy seconded the motion; motion carried 3-0.  
 Nominations for SLAG: The following Eureka Town residents were nominated for the 
SLAG Working Group: Christine Smith; Winnona Eversgerd; Shawn Smith; Dan Norris, DDS; 
and Kim Russell as an alternate member. The Board was satisfied with these nominees. After 
some discussion regarding how members should be appointed and whether agendas and 
minutes would be required under Open Meeting Law, the Board asked Mr. Damele to be in 
charge of appointments as lead member of the group. Open Meeting Law requirements will be 
reviewed further.  
 Commissioner Ithurralde motioned to authorize Public Works Director, Ron Damele, to 
appoint the citizens nominated for the SLAG Working Group; Commissioner Sharkozy seconded 
the motion; motion carried 3-0.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Correspondence was received from: District Attorney, Ted Beutel (2); Eureka County 
Economic Development Program (2); Crescent Valley Town Advisory Board (2); Intertech 
Services Corp., Mike Baughman; Northern Nevada Medical Group; Nevada Dept. of Health & 
Human Services; Nevada Dept. of Taxation; and Contango Capital Advisors.  

Commissioner Ithurralde referenced correspondence received at the October 15th 
quarterly meeting from Foodbank of Northern Nevada. It stated they serve over 200,000 people 
in the State and that 666 of those are in Eureka County. Since that is approximately one-third of 
the County’s population, the Board asked the Senior Center Directors to look into the accuracy 
of that number.  

Chairman Goicoechea referenced correspondence to the Economic Development 
Program which was copied to the Commissioners. One item was a preliminary scope of work 
from Intertech Services Corporation, Mike Baughman, related to assisting the Economic 
Development Program with administering the CDC funds. Chairman Goicoechea noted that 
those funds had only recently been returned to the County and will be addressed during the next 
budget cycle. He encouraged the Economic Development Program Board to not get ahead of 
themselves on this issue, since no decisions have been made regarding the returned CDC 
funds.   
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
 Chairman Goicoechea called for public comments. Lisa Wolf, from Crescent Valley, 
addressed the Board as a member of the Economic Development Program Board. She 
appreciates the thought that Dr. Baughman has put towards the CDC funds, but was also a little 
disturbed that he submitted an unsolicited proposal to the ECEDP. She added that the ECEDP 
is trying to take a proactive approach in addressing economic development issues, including the 
opportunity provided by recent return of the CDC funds. Ms. Wolf concluded that any 
recommendations the ECEDP may have will certainly come before the Board of County 
Commissioners.    
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 The meeting was adjourned at 11:13 a.m. 
  
 
Approved by vote of the Board this 6th day of November, 2014.  
 

 

         /s/ J.J. Goicoechea     
         J.J. Goicoechea, Chairman 
 
 
I, Jackie Berg, Executive Assistant to the Board of Eureka County Commissioners, attest that these are a true, 
correct, and duly approved minutes of the October 20

th
, 2014, meeting of the Board of Eureka County 

Commissioners. 
 

         /s/ Jackie Berg     
        Jackie Berg, Executive Assistant   
  

 
I, Beverly Conley, Clerk & Treasurer of Eureka County, acknowledge and accept the attached minutes as approved 
by the Board of Eureka County Commissioners and attested to by the Executive Assistant of the Board. 
 
 

         /s/ Beverly Conley     
         Beverly Conley, Clerk & Treasurer  
 
 

 
 


