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EUREKA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
December 19, 2014 

STATE OF NEVADA    ) 
      :ss 
COUNTY OF EUREKA    ) 
 

           

CALL TO ORDER 
 The Board of Eureka County Commissioners met pursuant to law on December 19, 2014. 
Present were Chairman J.J. Goicoechea; Vice Chairman Jim Ithurralde; Commissioner Michael 
Sharkozy; District Attorney, Ted Beutel; and Executive Assistant, Jackie Berg. The meeting was 
called to order at 9:32 a.m. and began with the Pledge of Allegiance. The interactive video 
conferencing system was connected and utilized between Crescent Valley and Eureka for the 
entire meeting. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 Chairman Goicoechea noted that Natural Resources Manager, Jake Tibbitts, was unable 
to attend the meeting, so some of the Natural Resources items will be abbreviated or tabled as 
needed. Commissioner Sharkozy motioned to approve the December 19th agenda, noting that 
some items will be tabled; Commissioner Ithurralde seconded the motion; motion carried 3-0. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 Chairman Goicoechea opened the floor for public comments. There were no comments 
from the public. Chairman Goicoechea stated that this was Jim Ithurralde’s last meeting as a 
Commissioner and in tribute to him, he invited Commissioner Ithurralde to chair the last meeting 
of his political career. Chairman Goicoechea recognized Commissioner Ithurralde’s many years 
of service to Eureka County and stated it has been a pleasure serving with him.  
 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 December 5th Minutes: Executive Assistant, Jackie Berg, informed the Board that the 
December 5th minutes were completed, but she hadn’t yet forwarded them to the Board for 
review. Since there were some detailed sections she wanted Board input on, she requested that 
the minutes be tabled to the next meeting. Commissioner Sharkozy motioned to table the 
minutes of the December 5, 2014, meeting; Commissioner Goicoechea seconded the motion; 
motion carried 3-0. 
 
RESOLUTION HONORING ACADEMIC OLYMPICS TEAM 
 2014 Nevada State Academic Olympic Champions: The Board welcomed members of 
the Eureka County High School Academic Olympic Team and congratulated them on earning 
the 2014 Nevada State Academic Olympic Championship. 
 Commissioner Goicoechea motioned to adopt a resolution honoring Eureka County High 
School Academic Olympics Team as 2014 Nevada State Champions; Commissioner Sharkozy 
seconded the motion; Honorary Chairman Ithurralde added his support in adopting this 
resolution; motion carried 3-0.   
 
 

Eureka, Nevada           December 19, 2014 

RESOLUTION 
RECOGNIZING THE EUREKA COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL  

ACADEMIC OLYMPIC TEAM - 2014 STATE CHAMPIONS 

 



Page 2 of 11 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Eureka County Commissioners wishes to recognize the Eureka County High School Academic 

Olympic Team and congratulate them on becoming 2014 Nevada State Academic Olympic Champions; and 

 

WHEREAS, Eureka County acknowledges the following: the Academic Team is made up of Gracie Damele, Captain; Scott 

May, Co-Captain; Bridgette  Bacon; Matt Freeman; Trevor Merritt; Steel Raine; Joseph Watts; and Stephen Watts. The team is 

mentored and trained by Coach Winnona Eversgerd and Coach Kathy Damele.      

 

WHEREAS, on November 3
rd

, November 10
th

, and November 17
th

, the team competed in the Academic Olympic Regional 

Meets at the Eureka Opera House.  The team was second after the November 3
rd

 meet, but earned a strong first place lead 

during the next two meets.  

 

WHEREAS, the State Competition was held at the Eureka County High School on November 24
th

.  The Eureka County High 

School Academic Olympic Team demonstrated their superb academic ability and determination by winning the State title over 

competition from four regions represented by teams from Lund, Wells, Owyhee, Pahranagat Valley, Virginia City, Sierra 

Lutheran, and Whittell.   

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Eureka County Commissioners recognizes that this is an outstanding accomplishment and reflects 

not only the talents and knowledge of the students, but reveals true character and a valuable trait for success in all aspects of 

life: the capability and perseverance in setting a goal and working hard to achieve it.  

 

WHEREAS, the accomplishment of these students not only reflects honor on them as individuals, but brings honor to their 

families, Eureka County High School, and to the County of Eureka as well.  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Eureka County Commissioners that the Eureka County High 

School Academic Olympic Team be commended for their outstanding achievement in winning the Nevada State Academic 

Olympic Championship for 2014.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be published in the minutes of the Board of Eureka County Commissioners 

to remain a part of the permanent and historical records of Eureka County.   

 

 ADOPTED this 19
th

 day of December, 2014.   

       BOARD OF EUREKA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

       COUNTY OF EUREKA, STATE OF NEVADA  
 

           /s/ J.J. Goicoechea     

          J.J. Goicoechea, Chairman 
 

           /s/ J.P. Ithurralde      

          J.P. “Jim” Ithurralde, Vice Chair  
 

           /s/ Michael Sharkozy     

          Michael Sharkozy, Member  

ATTEST:   /s/ Beverly Conley    

         Eureka County Clerk     

 

 
 Team Captain, Gracie Damele, said that the team wasn’t sure of themselves at first, but 
worked really hard and achieved their goal. She added, “…it is one thing for the State to 
commend us, but it’s a completely different thing for you guys to commend us as well; so thank 
you.” 
 Co-Captain, Scott May, echoed the Captain’s remarks, adding, “We appreciate very 
much you noticing and acknowledging what we’ve done; it is a great honor.”  Being a senior, he 
wished future Academic Olympic Teams the same success that they achieved.  
 Matt Freeman thanked the Commissioners for honoring and recognizing the team. He 
agreed they had a bit of a rough start, but worked their way through it to achieve success.   
 Coach Kathy Damele spoke on behalf of herself and Coach Winnona Eversgerd. She 
thanked the Commissioners for recognizing the team and said it was a learning experience and 
a great honor to work with such a great group of kids.  
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 Amid remembrances of the last time the team won the State title in 1998, and other close 
attempts, the Commissioners each offered personal regards to the students.  
 Chairman Ithurralde stated he was proud of the team and found it very satisfying to beat 
Pahranagat Valley and Virginia City in the Academic Olympics since they are challenging rivals 
on the field. He said his son sent congratulations as well, since he was Captain when the 
Academic Olympic Team won the State Championship in 1986. 
 Commissioner Sharkozy thanked the team for bringing this prestigious honor to Eureka 
County. 
 Commissioner Goicoechea, a former Academic Olympic Team member, said he was 
very proud of the team, acknowledging, “…you are going to be exceptional individuals going 
forward because of your accomplishments here.”  
 
   FINANCE 
 Payment of Expenditures: Expenditures were presented for approval by Deputy Recorder 
& Auditor, Tina Hubbard. Commissioner Goicoechea motioned to approve expenditures in the 
amount of $346,415.09 for accounts payable and $309,073.01 for payroll, for a grand total of 
$655,488.10; Commissioner Sharkozy seconded the motion; motion carried 3-0.  There were no 
Yucca Mountain expenses. 

Auditor’s Report: The Board reviewed the current fund balance on the Auditor’s Report. 
Officer Designation for PERS: Commissioner Goicoechea motioned to designate Tina 

Hubbard, Deputy Recorder Auditor/Human Resources Representative II, as Eureka County’s 
Liaison Officer for the Public Employees Retirement System of Nevada; Commissioner 
Sharkozy seconded the motion; motion carried. 3-0. The Chief Administrator for PERS is 
Chairman J.J. Goicoechea.  

Interlocal Contract with Nevada Public Employees Deferred Compensation Program: 
Commissioner Goicoechea motioned to approve renewing the contract with State of Nevada 
Public Employees’ Deferred Compensation Committee effective January 1, 2015, for continued 
participation in the deferred compensation program, and to designate Tina Hubbard, Deputy 
Recorder Auditor/Human Resources Representative II, as Eureka County’s Designated 
Representative; Commissioner Sharkozy seconded the motion; motion carried 3-0.  The 
Responsible Officer is Chairman J.J. Goicoechea.  

Broadband Contracts: Assessor Michael Mears explained that staff, principally Network 
Analyst Kyle Moore, has been working to renegotiate the broadband contracts. The broadband 
service to Crescent Valley will remain the same, but at a slightly lesser cost of $4,753.38 per 
month. Crescent Valley is serviced by a satellite connection and extra bandwidth is not currently 
available in the area. The broadband service to Eureka will be upgraded from 58 megabytes to 
250 megabytes and the contract amount will be $2,650.00 per month (a reduction from the 
previous monthly fee of $7,685.13).   

Commissioner Goicoechea motioned to approve the broadband contracts as described 
with Nitel, Inc., for Crescent Valley and with Network Services Solutions for Eureka; 
Commissioner Sharkozy seconded the motion; motion carried 3-0. 

 
COMMISSIONERS 
 Update Reports: Commissioner Sharkozy attended the Search & Rescue meeting in 
Crescent Valley on December 8th; attended the Crescent Valley Volunteer Fire Department 
meeting on December 9th; and joined in the Fannie Komp Senior Center Christmas luncheon 
and gift exchange on December 16th.  
 Commissioner Goicoechea attended the County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife 
meeting the afternoon of December 5th (attended by representatives of BLM and Nevada 
Department of Wildlife); traveled to Carson City on December 10th to meet with Nevada Division 
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of Forestry to discuss the Wildland Fire Protection Program; met with representatives of Nevada 
Division of Environmental Protection as a follow-up to the recently instated SLAG Working 
Group; had a phone call ON December 11th with Nevada State BLM Deputy Director, Raul 
Morales, regarding sage grouse, rangeland conditions, and other issues; participated in a 
conference call with Nevada Department of Agriculture on December 12th; met with the Elko 
District BLM on December 16th regarding sage grouse, riparian use, and rangeland conditions; 
participated in a conference call with Public Lands Council on December 18th regarding ongoing 
drought situations; and participated in a call with coalition members on December 18th regarding 
sage grouse and the Data Quality Act challenge. 
 Honorary Chairman Ithurralde met with staff and a representative of Newmont Mining 
Corporation on December 10th; delivered soil samples to Desert Research Institute at the 
University of Nevada Reno with the Natural Resources Manager on December 11th; attended 
Central Nevada Regional Water Authority’s water forum on December 12th; met with 
representatives of the State Engineer’s office on the afternoon of December 12th; and chaired 
the Eureka County Recreation Board meeting on December 17th.  
 Chairman Ithurralde concluded his report by acknowledging this was his last meeting as 
an elected official of Eureka County, and stating, “I would like to take the opportunity to thank 
the people of this County. There are no words to express my gratitude for the support they have 
given me as an elected official for nine terms. I would also like to thank the elected officials, 
department heads, and employees of the County that I’ve had the opportunity to work with over 
the years. Oftentimes, especially our employees are overlooked, but they are the bread and 
butter that makes this County tick. Eureka County has been very good to myself and my family, 
and I have been honored, privileged, and humbled to serve all of you this past 39 years. I hope I 
leave behind a good legacy. Mil esker, eskerrak asko; many thanks from the bottom of my 
heart.” 

Radon Action Month Proclamation: A request was received from University of Nevada 
Cooperative Extension, Nevada Radon Education Program, for the County to recognize January 
as radon awareness and action month. Commissioner Goicoechea motioned to adopt a 
proclamation declaring January 2015 as National Radon Action Month in Eureka County; 
Commissioner Sharkozy seconded the motion; motion carried 3-0.  
  Upcoming Nevada Legislative Session: Chairman Goicoechea provided a brief update on 
the upcoming Legislative Session. This session will see some changes in leadership, but the 
specifics aren’t yet known. The money committees will start meeting next month. Many of the 
State departmental budgets are worrisome and there’s a chance a SWICAP (statewide indirect 
cost allocation plan) will be implemented. This is where the different divisions and departments 
have to allocate money towards administration, which usually results in an increase in fees. 
Senator Pete Goicoechea and Assemblyman John Ellison (both representatives of Eureka 
County), have been busy drafting BDRs (bill draft requests). As of this date, total number of 
BDRs submitted by all parties is 934.   
 
AMBULANCE & EMS 
 Activity Report: EMS Coordinator, Mike Sullivan, reported on emergency services since 
his last update. Eureka had 19 calls for service (135 year-to-date) and Crescent Valley had one 
call for service (51 year-to-date).   

Continuing education training was held in Eureka on November 24th and December 1st, 
and in Crescent Valley on December 11th and December 18th. The next training will be a joint 
session between Crescent Valley and Eureka on the evening of January 5th and will be 
broadcast via the interactive video. EMS Medical Director for Eureka County, Robert Stefanko 
MD, will conduct this class from the Crescent Valley site.  
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On December 9th, Mr. Sullivan met with Brett Waters, Fire Chief for White Pine County 
regarding cooperation on matters of mutual interest.  
 It was noted that ambulance calls have gone up over the past month in direct relation to 
inclement weather. These incidents showed what national statistics report – wearing seatbelts 
saves lives and greatly lessens the severity of injuries.  
 
PUBLIC WORKS 

 Courthouse HVAC Remodel Design Project: Public Works Director, Ron Damele, 
reported that design plans for the Courthouse HVAC Project were received from Building 
Control Services and submitted to Ainsworth Engineering for peer review. There were very few 
concerns with the design and all have been resolved satisfactorily. Building Control Services will 
attend a future meeting to go over the design and cost estimate for the project. Due to the 
estimated cost, Mr. Damele feels this project should be discussed again during the budget 
process.  
 Firefighter Training: Entry-level firefighter classes will be conducted in Crescent Valley on 
January 10th, 17th, and 24th. Carlin Volunteer Fire Department will assist in providing this 
training.  
 Eureka Airport Runway Lighting Replacement Project: The Eureka Airport Runway 
Lighting Replacement Project is complete and the final walk-through was conducted on 
December 11th. The bid amount for this project was $168,350.00 and the final project was 
completed under budget at $166,400.00. This project was funded by a Federal Aviation 
Administration grant with a 7¾% County match.  
 Nevada Division of Forestry: A meeting with Nevada Division of Forestry in Carson City 
on December 10th was attended by Mr. Damele and Chairman Goicoechea. The purpose of the 
meeting was to review and discuss the Interlocal Agreement for the Wildland Fire Protection 
Program. In addition to this agreement, Eureka County has Cooperative Fire Protection 
Agreements with the BLM (Battle Mountain and Elko Districts). NDF now feels these additional 
agreements are not necessary and will look into this further.  

Mr. Damele and Chairman Goicoechea were disappointed that this meeting wasn’t better 
attended by rural counties. They also noted that State Forester/Fire Warden, Pete Anderson, 
and Deputy State Forester, Rich Harvey, are both retiring, so replacements will be forthcoming.      
 
COUNTY ASSESSOR 
 Job Description for Shared Position: Assessor, Michael Mears, presented a new job 
description for Deputy Recorder Auditor I/Deputy Assessor. This will be a shared position 
between the Assessor’s and Recorder/Auditor’s offices, will utilize an existing employee, and will 
result in a reduction of one full-time position.  
 Mr. Mears explained that one of his staff, Sara Simmons, was successful in her campaign 
for County Recorder/Auditor, so he will be losing one full-time position. This led to the idea of a 
shared position between the two offices. Mr. Mears noted that he is budgeted for a full-time 
person through the end of the fiscal year, and he wished to reserve the right to return to full staff 
if the duties cannot be completed with the reduced number of employees. 
 Commissioner Goicoechea motioned to accept the job description for Deputy Recorder 
Auditor I/Deputy Assessor at pay range 117; Commissioner Sharkozy seconded the motion; 
motion carried 3-0.  
 IT / Network Analyst Supervisor: Up to this point, Mike Rebaleati has been supervisor for 
network and IT (information technology) functions for the County, which are completed with the 
expertise of Network Analyst, Kyle Moore. With Mr. Rebaleati’s impending retirement, Mr. Mears 
has been recommended to fill this role. Mr. Mears relayed future plans for working with Mr. 
Moore to get up to speed on network and technology issues throughout the County.  
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 Commissioner Goicoechea stated that the County has relied heavily on Mr. Rebaleati’s 
knowledge for short-term emergencies and he has heard concerns about much of the IT work 
being done remotely. Mr. Mears responded that nearly all tasks can be completed remotely. 
Often this is more efficient because several systems can be accessed simultaneously; when 
done in person only one computer or system can be addressed at a time. He added that the 
amount of on-site time versus remote time will definitely be an open dialog to best meet the 
needs of the County.   
 Commissioner Sharkozy motioned to move the IT/Network Analyst supervisor role from 
the Recorder/Auditor to Assessor Michael Mears; Commissioner Goicoechea seconded the 
motion; motion carried 3-0.  
 GIS Enhancements & Pictometry Demonstration: Mr. Mears stated that substantial 
enhancements have been realized over the past several years utilizing the Assessor’s 
Technology Fund. One of the tools is pictometry imaging which provides an oblique image, 
meaning that the image can be viewed from the top and all four sides. This technology provides 
accurate measurements for calculating building size, street length, etc.  
 The images are created with aerial photography and can be accessed by authorized 
users online. The Assessor’s office schedules the flights and selects the level of imaging 
required. The highest resolution is used for areas of densest population. A lower resolution, 
which is less expensive, is used for open areas such as agricultural areas and rangeland.   
 Mr. Mears provided a brief demonstration of how the online tool works and how it can be 
utilized for assessment work. Pictometry has useful applications for other County departments, 
particularly Public Works, and will provide historical references for the future.  
 
CLERK & TREASURER 
 Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s Report for November was submitted by Clerk & 
Treasurer, Beverly Conley. Ending balance for the month was $50,198,576.35. Ms. Conley 
pointed out that interest allocations, the realized gain from investments, is now being reported 
on one page. The Board commented on the high utilization of Point & Pay, the online option for 
credit card payments. Ms. Conley responded that receipts through Point & Pay usually run 
between $20,000.00 to $25,000.00 each month.   

 

COUNTY FACILITIES & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 Update Report: Cultural, Tourism, & Economic Development Director, Andrea Rossman, 
reported on activities for the Opera House, Sentinel Museum, and Economic Development. The 
annual Christmas Tree Lighting was a huge success. Ms. Rossman and her staff thanked Santa 
and his elves, the County departments that offered assistance, and the many generous 
contributors that made the event possible.  
 LaToyia Cantrell was hired for the combined casual position, Eureka Opera House & 
Sentinel Museum Casual Assistant. Ms. Rossman participated in the Great Basin Regional 
Development Authority meeting via teleconference on December 1st. The Economic 
Development Program Board met on December 18th. During their meeting, they formulated a 
letter to the Commissioners requesting that the $1.2 million, returned to the County by the 
Community Development Corporation, be retained for economic development. A presentation 
by Rural Nevada Development Corporation was the main topic at the ECEDP meeting.  
 Request for Portable Storage Unit: Ms. Rossman requested authorization to purchase a 
portable storage unit (Con Ex). She explained that storage in the Opera House basement is 
becoming very limited. She spoke with Ron Damele and the unit would be placed at the laydown 
yard. Two quotes were obtained from Hawthorne Recycling Metals Company. A 20 feet 
container is $2,800.00 plus $350.00 delivery; a 40 feet container is $4,000.00 plus $350.00 
delivery.  
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 Commissioner Goicoechea asked if there was room in the existing budget to cover this 
item since it had not been budgeted. Ms. Rossman said she could make the purchase from her 
existing budget, but it would deplete the services and supplies category for the remainder of the 
budget year.    
 Commissioner Goicoechea had concerns about depleting funds halfway through the 
budget year and recommended that this be considered through the budget cycle. 
 Mr. Damele offered to have his staff assist in some deep cleaning to organize the 
basement and make more room in the existing space as a temporary measure.  
 Commissioner Goicoechea motioned to table the request for a storage container until the 
budget cycle; Commissioner Sharkozy seconded the motion; motion carried 3-0.     
 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT – ELKO DISTRICT OFFICE 
 Update on BLM Management Activities: Jill Silvey, Elko District Manager, and Rich 
Adams, Tuscarora Field Office Manager, were in attendance to provide an update on the Elko 
District.  
 Oil & Gas Leasing: Mr. Adams reviewed oil and gas leasing and provided a map 
highlighting parcels in Eureka County being considered for the annual oil and gas lease sale to 
be held in Reno in 2015. He briefly explained the process. Someone nominates a parcel (this 
can be an individual or a company), the State BLM runs the parcels through the computer GIS 
(geographic information system) and defers any that lie within four miles of a sage grouse lek or 
PGL (preliminary general habitat). The deferred parcels will be reconsidered upon completion of 
the Greater Sage Grouse Draft EIS. The final list is returned to the local BLM for review against 
the EA (environmental assessment), to identify any resource issues, and to determine what 
stipulations, if any, should be applied. The list then goes through the public notification process 
and additional changes are made based on public comments. The vetted list is returned to the 
State BLM office for final public posting and approval by Nevada Division of Minerals before 
going on to the lease sale. 
 The group briefly discussed Noble Energy, who has successfully leased several parcels, 
including one in Huntington Valley near the Eureka County line. Four drilling permits have been 
approved for Noble Energy in various locations. Noble drilled the well in Huntington Valley and 
developed three zones for hydraulic fracturing. They completed fracking the lowest zone, pulled 
out temporarily, reworked their fracking formula, and returned to complete the remaining two 
zones. They aren’t actively pumping, but there is some flow from the well which they are storing 
on-site for later shipment to a refinery. 
 Mining Activity: Recent mining activity in Eureka County under the authority of the Elko 
District BLM includes a permit to install additional underground ventilation at Newmont Mining’s 
Exodus Project, and additional exploration at Barrick Gold Corporation’s Mill Canyon Project. 
The work at Mill Canyon will involve additional drilling, traffic management, transmission of 
power from the main mine, and installation of rapid infiltration basins. A third party contractor will 
complete the EA for this expansion and a draft will be provided to Eureka County for review. 
This project is basically in the scoping phase and the comment period has been extended to 
January 15th. 
 Other Projects: There are a couple major rights-of-way projects in Eureka County. The 
Eureka Pipeline Extension will extend the Ruby Pipeline, a natural gas transmission line north of 
the Carlin Trend, to Barrick’s Goldstrike Mine. Newmont Gold also obtained a right-of-way to tap 
into the Ruby Pipeline to transmit natural gas to their Gold Quarry open pit operation, but 
construction stopped and they are utilizing the line at their Leeville underground operation. 
 A project in Elko County with potential impacts to Eureka County is a proposed gas line 
by Paiute/Southwest Gas. They propose installing an eight-inch extension line parallel to the 
Mountain State Highway. This is a FERC (Federal Energy Regulatory Commission) project, so 
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that agency is in charge of the permitting and NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act) 
process, with the BLM acting as a cooperating agency.  
 Grazing Allotments & Permit Renewals: The Elko District is working on combining their 
Eureka County Allotments into two groups. By grouping similar allotments they hope to build 
some efficiency into the permit renewal process. They are not yet in the scoping phase, but are 
working on collecting field monitoring data. This will be compared against existing trend data 
and they expect to issue draft standard determinations in late 2015 or early 2016. 
 Drought: In relation to drought, Commissioner Goicoechea asked if the Elko District is 
looking for standard reductions from the permittees, meaning a specific number or a specific 
percentage reduction. Ms. Silvey responded that they are ‘absolutely not’ asking for specific 
numbers or percentage reductions. They are taking each allotment individually, looking at 
conditions on the ground, and having conversations with the permittees to reach amicable 
solutions. 
 Mr. Adams offered an example. For the last billing year, there were approximately 
200,000 AUMs (animal units monthly) in their district that were non-use, but these were all 
reached through voluntary agreements with the permittees. The Elko District did not trigger the 
Drought EA in a single instance. Mr. Adams and Ms. Silvey indicated that everyone is aware of 
the trouble spots, and they are able to meet with the permittees well ahead of time to resolve 
management issues. They plan to continue with this model. Ms. Silvey stated, “Ranchers don’t 
want to turn out if there’s no feed out there; that’s not good for anybody.” She added that the 
Elko District will be talking to the permittees and Eureka County long before any problem 
elevates to the status of needing a determination.   
 Commissioner Goicoechea commented that, as a permittee in the Elko District, the BLM 
staff has been very good to work with. He encouraged permittees to work early with the BLM 
and asked if there was a commitment from the BLM to work on establishing water hauls if 
needed. Mr. Adams agreed that there is a commitment with the understanding that some sites 
can be approved and others cannot.  
 The BLM concluded by inviting the County to relay priorities or areas of concern they may 
have. The Board thanked Ms. Silvey and Mr. Adams for traveling down to the meeting and 
commented that they appreciated hearing that the Elko District plans on moving forward with the 
same level of communication and cooperation.   
 
PUBLIC HEARING - EUREKA COUNTY CODE, TITLE 4, CHAPTER 50 
 Room Tax Ordinance: Notice was given that the Board of Eureka County Commissioners 
would hold a public hearing to invite public comments and take action on a proposed ordinance 
amending the 2014 EUREKA COUNTY CODE, TITLE 4, LICENSES, PERMITS, & TAXES, CHAPTER 50, 
COUNTY ROOM TAX, by clarifying that there are no exemptions or exceptions other than those 
listed in Section .040.  
 It recently came to the Board’s attention that federal employees were claiming room tax 
exemption at local hotels/motels when the only exemption outlined in County Code was for 
occupants staying longer than 28 days.  An ordinance was drafted clarifying that this is the only 
exemption allowed. The ordinance was proposed during an earlier meeting and has been 
available in the County Clerk’s office for public examination.  
 Chairman Ithurralde called for public comments related to the proposed ordinance. 
Assessor Mears thanked the Board for providing this clarification since his office has been 
receiving inquiries about this from the local establishments. There were no other comments.  
 Commissioner Goicoechea motioned to adopt the 2014 County Room Tax Ordinance to 
amend Title 4, Chapter 50, of Eureka County Code; Commissioner Sharkozy seconded the 
motion; motion carried 3-0.  The ordinance will become effective following the mandatory 
publication period. 
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RECESS FOR RETIREMENT CELEBRATION 
 At this point, Commissioner Goicoechea called for a recess. County employees had 
gathered in the Commission Chambers to honor Commissioner Ithurralde with a retirement 
celebration that included cake, gifts, a standing ovation, and many well wishes from those who 
had worked with Jim Ithurralde over the past 39 years as he served the County, first as 
Assessor and then the past eight years as County Commissioner. Many others added their 
congratulations throughout the day as the meeting progressed.  
 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
 Report on Activities: Chairman Ithurralde noted that the first three items under Natural 
Resources would be tabled: the Natural Resources update; response on the EA for Horse 
Canyon/Cortez Unified Exploration Project Plan of Operation; and the Mill Canyon Exploration 
Project Plan of Operation.  
 Mount Hope Project Plan of Operation Amendment: Commissioner Goicoechea noted 
that Natural Resources Manager, Jake Tibbitts, is preparing comments on the Administrative 
Draft EA for this plan amendment and there was a request to submit those as soon as possible. 
Commissioner Goicoechea motioned to give Mr. Tibbitts the authority to complete and submit 
comments on the Administrative Draft EA for the Mount Hope Project Plan of Operation 
Amendment; Commissioner Sharkozy seconded the motion; motion carried 3-0.  
 Joint Meeting with CAB, BLM, & NDOW: Commissioner Goicoechea briefly reported on 
the joint meeting on December 5th between County representatives, the Battle Mountain District 
BLM, Nevada Department of Wildlife, and the County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife. Some 
of the positive aspects from that meeting were: a strategy for installation of guzzlers on already 
disturbed areas; development of more projects on the ground related to water development, 
spring development, and continued pinyon-juniper thinning; and discussion of drafting a 
programmatic EA between the Battle Mountain District BLM, the Elko District BLM, and Eureka 
County Natural Resources. Overall it was an encouraging meeting.  
 CNRWA Water Forum: Consulting Hydrogeologist, Dale Bugenig, was in attendance to 
give a water monitoring update, but began with a recap of the Central Nevada Regional Water 
Authority meeting on December 12th. CNRWA has been promoting a water strategy for the State 
of Nevada and this meeting brought together specialists from adjacent states to speak about the 
different approaches that have been taken. Utah seemed to be the farthest ahead in terms of 
water planning. Arizona was a mix, with regulations in the more populated areas and none in 
other regions. California recently passed groundwater regulations and is allowing 15 years for 
full implementation. The forum did show that, in large part, Nevada’s water law is still ahead of 
most other states.   
 Groundwater Monitoring Update: Mr. Bugenig prepared a PowerPoint presentation 
compiling data gathered from groundwater monitoring in Eureka County. The first graph 
depicted three representative water wells in Diamond Valley that showed a general downward 
trend in groundwater levels. For the period of 1986 to 1992, this trend leveled off, and this 
period coincided with a 20% decrease in irrigated land based on the State Engineer’s crop 
inventories. Following this period, most of that land came back into production and has stayed 
fairly constant to the present, with groundwater levels again showing a downturn but at a slightly 
lower trend.  
 In addition to showing 30 to 40 feet water level fluctuations during irrigation season, the 
graphs showed a drift towards recovery in the spring, with cessation of pumping and recharge 
from snow and rain. Mr. Bugenig noted that once the saturated thickness of the aquifer reaches 
30% less than peak, the rate of groundwater level decline begins to increase. Mr. Bugenig 
commented that if graph lines are extended out into the future, at some point there is going to 
be a crisis. At current pumping, this is inevitable and will likely reach that crisis point around 
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2030 or 2040. This can be managed somewhat with a reduction in pumping, by bringing outside 
water in, by the State Engineer curtailing pumping on the basis of priority, or some other method 
to bring the basin into balance. 
 Mr. Bugenig stated that the ultimate goal is putting the basin in balance and identifying 
steps to work towards that. Each small step taken to reduce pumping will flatten the decline and 
extend that line further out into the future.  
 With subsequent slides, Mr. Bugenig explained there is a network of 12 monitoring wells 
throughout Diamond Valley. Each well is equipped with a data logger and records 
measurements once or twice daily. Six of these were installed by Eureka County and six were 
installed by the Diamond Natural Resources Protection & Conservation Association, but were 
financed by Eureka County.  
 Mr. Bugenig described how data shows that a small reduction in irrigation results in a 
small decrease in the rate of groundwater level decline. This past summer was a fairly wet 
season, resulting in less irrigation. The producers were not irrigating while it was raining and 
others were making a concerted effort to reduce pumping regardless of the weather. Some 
reported pumping as little as two feet of water per acre (average recognized by the State 
Engineer is three feet per acre) with no change in production. This resulted in an average 
decrease in the water level decline, with one well experiencing a nearly two feet increase in 
water level. The more substantial improvements were evident in the shallower wells that are 
drawing above a significant clay layer. The deeper wells are drawing from a lower zone and 
experienced less effect.  
 Some of this positive increase in water levels is due to weather, so it will be interesting to 
watch the recharge between now and spring. The take home point is that a reduction in 
pumping has a positive effect on the groundwater levels. Other steps should be taken as well, 
such as bringing water in from outside of the basin, which the County has already initiated. The 
more steps that can be taken now to move the critical point farther out into the future, will allow 
for more time to come up with a long-term solution for managing groundwater levels. 
  Eureka County Water Resource Master Plan: Mr. Bugenig reported that an internal 
administrative draft of the Water Resource Master Plan is ready for review. The approximately 
280 page draft includes a lot of maps and visual aids. The draft has been provided to Mr. 
Tibbitts for examination. Consultant Abby Johnson is also proofing the document for consistency 
from beginning to end.    
 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Correspondence was received from: Recorder & Auditor, Mike Rebaleati; Eureka County 
Economic Development Program Board (2); Eureka County Planning Commission; MolyBits 
Messenger; Crescent Valley Town Advisory Board (3); White Pine County Commission; Public 
Health Regional Partnership; Abby Johnson; Lumos & Associates; McMullen, McPhee; Allison, 
MacKenzie, Pavlakis, Wright & Fagan, Ltd.; Nevada Health Centers, Inc.; Nevada Dept. of 
Agriculture; Nevada Div. of Water Resources (2); Nevada Secretary of State (2); Nevada Dept. of 
Transportation; Nevada Div. of Emergency Management; Nevada Public Employees’ Deferred 
Compensation Program; Desert Research Institute; The Business Advocate newsletter; McDonald-
Carano-Wilson; Western Counties Alliance; Jeremy Harrell of Senator Dean Heller’s office (2);  

  

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 Chairman Ithurralde called for public comments. Lisa Wolf wished everyone a Merry 
Christmas and added her congratulations to Jim Ithurralde. Chairman Ithurralde reminded 
everyone that the January 5th meeting will convene at 1:00 p.m. following the Swearing-In 
Ceremony by the District Judge in the District Courtroom at 11:00 a.m. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 With some final remembrances and well wishes to Commissioner Ithurralde, the meeting 
adjourned at 12:37 p.m.   
  
 
Approved by vote of the Board this 5th day of January, 2015.  
 

 

          /s/ J.J. Goicoechea     
         J.J. Goicoechea, Chairman 
 
 
I, Jackie Berg, Executive Assistant to the Board of Eureka County Commissioners, attest that these are a true, 
correct, and duly approved minutes of the December 19

th
, 2014, meeting of the Board of Eureka County 

Commissioners. 
 

          /s/ Jackie Berg     
        Jackie Berg, Executive Assistant   
  

 
I, Beverly Conley, Clerk & Treasurer of Eureka County, acknowledge and accept the attached minutes as approved 
by the Board of Eureka County Commissioners and attested to by the Executive Assistant of the Board. 
 
 

          /s/ Beverly Conley     
         Beverly Conley, Clerk & Treasurer  
 
 
 

 

  


